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Special Meeting of the Central Committee Minutes 

Monday, July 13, 2020, 7:30PM 

Zoom Meeting 

 

Call to Order; Quorum Established at 7:15 with 29 PCO’s and 13 members present, (61 in 
attendance in all).  

Officers Present: Victor Minjares (Chair); Danielle Westbrook (1st VC); Deborah Lee (2nd VC); 
JKyrian MacMichael (Sec./Communications); Ann Chaudhry (SCP); Keoki Kauanoe (SCP); Neil 
Turner (MAL), Dave Little (LD2 rep); Jeff Sowers (LD22 rep); Vanessa Malapote (LD35 rep), Jed 
Haney (LD20 rep) 

 

Officers Absent: Meren Gadman (MAL); Jordan Morris (Treas.)- excused 

 

51 PCO’s present, 105 (?) participants in all 

Sergeant at Arms – all cohosts (Danielle Westbrook, Kyrian MacMichael, Nicolette Oliver), 
Tracey Carlos appointed parliamentarian;  

Draft Agenda for Special Meeting approved by acclamation.  

LD 22 Rep – makes motion to move Black Lives Matters to first item on agenda, Bev Bassett 

seconds, Chair rules out of order, LD 20 Rep challenges Chair’s decision, Parliamentarian asked, 

Bev Basset states distrust for appointed parliamentarian as she believes the parliamentarian is 

biased. Ruled that agenda for special meeting must remain in proposed order. 

 

Chair -  Motion to have three speakers for and three speakers against at maximum for each 

agenda item – vote 64 yes, 7 no 

 

A. Resolution (Jeff Sowers): To Declare 5/18/20 CC Meeting as not valid (Appendix A) 

a. Sandia Slaby – Point of Order – motion on the floor 

b. Slaby - Moves to amend resolution remove portions 1 and 2 of resolution and retain 

part 3. Seconded by LD 22 Rep – new resolution that meeting was out of compliance 

and that members shall not be muted or have access to chat pod removed during 

meetings 

i. Chair – speaks against - the amendment would remove the right for Chair to 

remove disruptive people 
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ii. Slaby clarifies that people could be muted and removed if their behavior is out of 

order, but that the entire body should not have mic rights removed 

iii. LD 20 Rep Haney - Point of Information – people waiting to get in meeting, 1st 

VC – no one in waiting room 

iv. Steven Segall – speaks against - not germane to the meetings online and should be 

voted down 

v. Bev Bassett – speaks for – members need to make motions from the floor 

vi. LD 22 Rep - speaks for – amendment will rectify issues and allow RRoO to be 

followed 

vii. LD 20 Rep – speaks for amendment – thought amendment will remove conflict 

stated at beginning of meeting and not remove the endorsement for any candidate 

viii. Tracey Carlos - speaks against – too unruly with the body having access to mics 

ix. Sandia Slaby – speaks to her amendment – this is a concession – it’s not about the 

content of the meeting, it is about the process, this amendment is to focus on the 

issue about following RRoO in virtual meetings  

x. Carolyn Barclift – amend amendment – retain the right to unmute themselves at 

all time  

xi. Motion to amend the resolution To Declare 5/18/20 CC Meeting as not valid, fails 

41 yes, 43 no 

c. Sowers speak to original resolution – chair has the ability lock speakers in mute is in 

violation to the bylaws, but many motions remain important that people must be able to 

call out for Points of Order, etc. People should remain respectful and not abuse the 

mics. People can be removed if they are unruly. If people are to be muted, then we 

should amend the bylaws.  

i. Carolyn Barclift – speaks against –  

ii. Mary Hall – speaks against, vote should remain 

iii. Stewart Henderson – speaks against  

iv. Katie Thomas – yield – planned to speak against 

v. Sandia – speaks for – the point of the amendment was to remove the portion that 

calls for removing the vote – the main point of this motion is allow members to 

speak up and, unsure if she can vote for the motion as it stands unamended, but 

notes the importance of the meaning behind the resolution and why it needed to 

be written. Asks people to vote for the resolution.  

vi. Lisa Riner – speaks for - people were saying that it was a legal and democratic 

meeting, but a lot of members don’t feel that it was because many feel 

disenfranchised, and while we are trying to work together – our side feels like we 

are not being heard – Steven Drew is allowed to openly speak and many other 

voices were silenced by not being called on 
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vii. Point of Information – Vanessa Malapote – voting on  

viii. Mary Hall – call the question, Carolyn Barclift – seconds – vote to close debate 

71 yes, 8 no 

ix. Vote on Resolution To Declare 5/18/20 CC Meeting as not valid, fails, 28 yes, 62 

no 

 

B. Resolution (Nicolette Oliver): To Endorse and Encourage a “Yes” Vote on Prop. 1 of 

Centralia School District no. 401 (Lewis and Thurston Counties, replacement educational 

programs and operations levy) (Appendix B) 

a. Nicolette Oliver – speaks for – the school district overspent and they are about to lay 

off teachers, wants TCD to support asking votes to vote yes on levy  

b. Vote count – 78 in favor – none against – endorsed unanimous 

 

C. Resolution (Kyrian MacMichael and Victor Minjares): In Support of Black Lives Matter 

(Appendix C) 

a. Secretary - speaks to her motion to adopt resolution to support fully support the Black 

Lives Matter Movement since, in the words of one of the founders of the movement, 

until Black lives matter we cannot say all lives matter, and that we fight against 

institutionalized racism and the over-policing of Black and Brown people as outlined 

by the Washington State Supreme Court in their call to action “A Moral Imperative 

Letter”. 

b. Krystopher Brown – speaks against – Doesn’t like the words chosen when the motion 

was presented. She feels her life has been threatened while protesting for BLM and 

wants a stronger statement made. 

c. Sandia – speaks to the motion 

d. Savvy nee Franz Kilmere Shultz – speaks against – They don’t like it only because 

their friend Krystopher  doesn’t want this motion to pass 

e. Tracey Carlos – speaks to the motion 

f. LD 35 Rep – thinks that people want people of color to address the issue – the 

resolution was well drafted by Tracey Carlos 

g. Chair – Point of Information – drafted by Kyrian MacMichael 

h. Nicolette Oliver – Point of Information – She wrote a resolution that she thought was 

better for another group 

i. Eric Lidzbarski – Point of Information about why people are speaking against 

resolution – speaks for motion as it is the strongest language we currently have for 

Black Live Matter and against racism 

j. Phyllis Farrell – Point of Information – she supports Eric Lidzbarski’s statement 

k. Motion to adopt resolution Passes, 75 yes, 13 no 
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D. Motion to create TCD “sign bank” for its endorsed candidates’ yard signs and campaign 

swag, and for distribution of endorsed campaign materials (in lieu of campaign hdqtrs) 

a. Tracey Carlos – moves to adopt resolution, Secretary seconds   

b. Tracey speaks to motion – we have always had a centralized location to provide 

signage to support democrats 

c. Steven Drew – recognizes Andy Rider as donor of voting booth 

d. Andy Rider – old voting booth that has been revamped 

e. Deb Jaqua – point of order – is this item on the agenda 

f. Stewart Henderson moves to approve by acclimation 

g. Motion passes, Passes 77 yes, 1 no 

 

E. Motion to authorize expenditures for repair/maintenance of Voter Registration Booth (fka 

“Pepsi trailer”) and Burger Booth (food truck). 

a. James Murray – moves to approve expenditures as needed to repair burger booth and 

voters booth, Cynthia Pratt – seconds 

b. Savvy Kilmere Shultz – for – supports for reasonable expenditures as needed, 

because it is invaluable 

c. Michael Steadman – for – speaks for funding of burger booth to support monies 

coming in to support democrats 

d. Dave Peeler – Point of Information - Do we have the funds to make these repairs? As 

it is worded that expenses are unlimited. 

e. Stew Henderson – speaks against – it is unusual to vote on something like this 

without a parameter of expenditures 

f. Steven Segall – expresses concerns – if we are authorizing repairs and maintenance, it 

may be better to defer until the costs are known – moves to table, Carolyn Barclift 

seconds 

g. Vote to table motion passes, 66 yes, 3 no 

 

F. Motion to deem the instant meeting as satisfying the monthly TCD meetings requirement, or 

alternatively, to suspend holding meetings until after primary on August 4, 2020. 

a. Cynthia Pratt – moves to accept motion, 1st VC seconds  

b. Robyn Valasquez – Point of Information – what is an instant meeting? Chair – this is 

an instant meeting 

c. Sandia – poi –  

d. Bev Bassett - speaks against – we need regular meetings seeing that we are in the 

middle of a primary 

e. LD 20 Rep – against – members become used to regular meetings and many members 

would like to attend that meeting and have given up holiday time to be available for 

the meeting – it may be perceived as undemocratic 

f. Cynthia Pratt – this is the time of heavy campaigning – the time spent on the monthly 

meeting can instead be used to help support democratic races 

g. James Murray – against – a meeting will give a time to discuss concerns  
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h. Chair clarifies - Yes vote means that our next meeting of the body will be on the 24th 

of August – no means we will keep our regular schedule 

i. Vote of 51 yes – 26 no 

 

G. Motion to Endorse Joe Biden for President & Biden 2020 campaign 

a. Chair - Due to objections from LD 22 Rep about placing signs – we needed to call 

special meeting to approve endorsement of presumptive nominee Joe Biden 

b. Carolyn Barclift moves to endorse, Tracey Carlos seconds motions 

c. Carolyn Barclift – speaks for - this is imperative to our nation to support Biden – 

there are a lot of Trump signs and we need to support Biden for president 

d. Dana Walker – speaks against – Biden has bad things about him, and is corrupt and a 

war criminal, alarms him just as much as Trump 

e. Tracey Carlos – speaks for – as a national Biden delegate, she’s for Biden because 

Trump killed her parents and has killed over 100,000 Americans, and anyone who 

doesn’t vote for Biden is killing Americans too 

f. Lynda Zeman – TC Young Dems – support this because we need to work together 

g. Eric Lidzbarski – Point of Information – is it resources that we are discussing – if it is 

just resources then he is for, but if it is taking from TCD coffers then he is against 

h. Minzanur Rahman – speaks for motion 

i. Calls Question, motion passes, 69 yes, 2 no 

 

H. Motion to suspend endorsements and grants of campaign services, and resume no earlier than 

August 24th TCDCC meeting (after 8/21/20 certification of primary results by Sec. of State) 

a. Mary Hall – ballots go out Wednesday – moving voting registration out of courthouse 

beginning Wednesday 15th, and will be moved to SPSCC Mottman Campus for 

primary  

b. Chair – Point of Information – Are volunteers needed for auditor’s office?  

c. Mary Hall – yes, great to have observers – will be live streaming all of ballot 

processing and can watch starting the 29th and usually request in person observers 

from democrats and republicans and will require temp checks masks and social 

distancing 

d. Chair – anyone that is interested, please email Chair tonight – and get back to him by 

tomorrow noon – then he will send list to Mary Hall – send to 

chair@thurstondemocrats.org 

e. Jim Lazar moves to vote – Katie Thompson - Point of Information – since we don’t 

have a meeting, is this moot – Chair not moot 

f. Carolyn Cox – Point of Clarification – will it remove services to previously endorsed 

candidates? Moves to amend to maintain services and endorsements already granted. 

Cynthia Pratt – friendly amendment accepted 

mailto:chair@thurstondemocrats.org
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g. Motion to suspend future endorsements and future grants of campaign services, and 

resume no earlier than August 24th TCDCC meeting (after 8/21/20 certification of 

primary results by Sec. of State)  

i. Gery Gerst – speaks for motion 

1. Katie Thompson – Point of Privilege – Gery Gerst – did you teach at 

Olympia HS? – Kathy Thomas – recognizes and compliments former 

teacher 

2. James Murray – Gery Gerst is a great teacher 

ii.  

h. Motion passes, 58 yes, 2 no 

 

Good of the Order (Announcements: 1 min max) 

Motion to close meeting passes at 9:51 pm 

Adjourn 
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Motions/Actions Summary  

Motion/Discussion  Result 
Motion to move Black Lives Matter Resolution to first on the agenda.  Ruled Out of Order 
Motion to limit comments to three speakers for and three speakers 
against  

Passes 64 yes, 7 no 

Motion to amend Sower’s Resolution to remove portions 1 and 2 of 

resolution and retain part 3 and add that the meeting was out of 

compliance 

discussion 

Motion to call the Question on Amending Sower’s Resolution Passes 71 yes, 8 no 

Motion to amend Sower’s Resolution to remove portions 1 and 2 of 

resolution and retain part 3 and add that the meeting was out of 

compliance 

Fails 41 yes, 47 no 

Motion to adopt Resolution (Jeff Sowers): To Declare 5/18/20 CC 

Meeting as not valid (Appendix A) 

Fails 28 yes, 62 no 

Motion to adopt Resolution (Nicolette Oliver): To Endorse and 
Encourage a “Yes” Vote on Prop. 1 of Centralia School District no. 401 
(Lewis and Thurston Counties, replacement educational programs 
and operations levy) (Appendix B)  

Passes 78 yes, unanimous 

Motion to adopt Resolution (Kyrian MacMichael and Victor Minjares): 
In Support of Black Lives Matter (Appendix C)  

Passes 75 yes, 13 no 

Motion to create TCD “sign bank” for its endorsed candidates’ yard 

signs and campaign swag, and for distribution of endorsed campaign 

materials (in lieu of campaign hdqtrs) 

Passes 77 yes, 1 no 

Motion to authorize expenditures for repair/maintenance of Voter 

Registration Booth (fka “Pepsi trailer”) and Burger Booth (food 

truck). 

Motion Tabled 66 yes, 3 
no 
 

Motion to deem the instant meeting as satisfying the monthly TCD 
meetings requirement, or alternatively, to suspend holding meetings 
until after primary on August 4, 2020.  

Passes 51 yes, 26 no 

Motion to Endorse Joe Biden for President & Biden 2020 campaign  Passes 69 yes, 2 no 

Motion to suspend endorsements and grants of campaign services, 
and resume no earlier than August 24th TCDCC meeting (after 
8/21/20 certification of primary results by Sec. of State)  

Passes 58 yes, 2 no 

 
Drafted by: Kyrian MacMichael 

Drafted  7/13/20 
Revised 8/2/20 
Approved  8/24/20 
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Appendix A 

Thurston County Democrats CC resolution to declare 5/18/20 CC Meeting as not valid, approving business transacted, 

and enacting rule allowing members to unmute themselves during meetings (submitted by Jeff Sowers) 

Whereas, The 5/18/20 Thurston County Democrats CC meeting was substantially out of compliance with TCD bylaws, 

and seriously violated many PCO and member rights to participate in accordance with Robert’s rules or Order, Newly 

Revised(RONR), and were excluded from participation, due to the following reasons: 

a.       Members could not unmute themselves to speak and raised hands were ignored. This effectively silenced and 

excluded some members from participating for large segments of the meeting. TCD bylaws(sec. 4D) require the meeting 

to follow RONR, and many core rights under RONR are exercised by interrupting the speaker, rights which could not be 

exercised by multiple members. This includes the following: 

I.  Point of order - may interrupt the speaker(including chair) to call attention to a rule being broken. Chair 

must rule on point of order(RONR Art 4, sec. 21). Multiple members who wanted to make points of order were unable to 

do so because they could not unmute themselves. 

II.  Appeal the ruling of the chair - if a member disagrees with the chair's ruling, they may interrupt to appeal 

the ruling, in which case it is decided by the body(RONR Art 4, sec. 21). Multiple members wanted to appeal the chair's 

rulings but were unable to do so because they could not unmute themselves. 

III.  Point of information, point of personal privilege, object to consideration of the question, division, motion to 

reconsider, and motion to take from the table all entail the right of a member to interrupt. All members were denied these 

rights at the meeting because they could not unmute themselves to exercise these rights. The extent that members wanted 

to exercise these rights but were unable to so is unknown. 

b.      Member motions were made and ignored, including a recount motion and a motion to adjourn. Since members 

could not make a point of order, members could not draw attention to these motions being ignore or rules being broken 

c.       The Zoom room size was not big enough to accommodate all members who were attempting to enter, and some 

members received a notice that the room was full. While total attendance came down into the upper 90’s, how many 

PCOs and members received the “room full” notice and as a result did not participate is unknown. 

d.      Many members report not receiving proper notice of the meeting 

Whereas, TCD is committed to respecting member rights under the bylaws and RONR. 

Whereas, Unity in TCD is based on a mutual respect for the rights of all members and the bylaws. 

Therefore be it resolved, 

1.       That the TCD CC declares that the TCD CC meeting held on May 18, 2020 was substantially out of compliance 

with the bylaws and that all business transacted at the meeting is not valid. 

2.       That the TCD CC hereby approves all business transacted at the May 18th, 2020 TCD CC meeting except for 

endorsements requiring a vote of 2/3rds which shall be approved separately. 

3.       At all further TCD meetings held via Zoom, all members shall retain the right to unmute themselves at all times in 

order to exercise their right to participate under RONR, unless the body by majority votes to mute a member or remove 

them from the meeting as provided by RONR. 
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Appendix B 

ENDORSEMENT: “YES” VOTE ON PROPOSITION 1 

WHEREAS RESOLUTION NO. 2020-09 was enacted by the Board of Directors of Centralia School District No. 401, 

Lewis and Thurston Counties, Washington, providing for the submission to the qualified electors of the District at a 

special election to be held therein on August 4th, 2020, of the proposition of whether excess taxes should be levied of $2.00 

per $1,000 of assessed value in 2020 for collection in 2021, and $2.00 per $1,000 in 2021 for collection in 2022, said excess 

taxes to pay part of the cost of educational programs and operations support of the District.  

WHEREAS, Centralia School District No. 401, Lewis and Thurston Counties, Washington (the “District”), for the past 

four years has had in effect an educational programs operations levy in order to enable the District to pay for its 

educational programs and services, including teaching, school supplies, athletics, buildings and transportation; and  

WHEREAS, the current educational programs and operations levies expire this year; and  

WHEREAS, the money in and to be paid into the General Fund of the District during the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 school 

years will be insufficient to enable the District to pay for necessary educational programs and operations and to properly 

meet the educational needs of the students attending District schools; and  

WHEREAS, the existing authority for the imposition of local tax levies and use of local revenues (including the proceeds 

of tax levies) has been modified by Chapter 13, Laws of 2017 (65th Legislature, Third Special Session) and may be 

modified in the future by the State Legislature; and 

WHEREAS, in the event the State Legislature increases education funding to the District, the District would, therefore, 

review annually and determine the need to roll back the levies; 

THEREFORE, it is Resolved that the Thurston County Democrats hereby ENDORSES Proposition 1 and encourages 

electors in the above district to vote in favor of its passage on Election Day, August 4, 2020.  

 

[Text of Proposition 1] 

PROPOSITION NO. 1  

CENTRALIA SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 401  

REPLACEMENT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND OPERATIONS LEVY  

The Board of Directors adopted Resolution No. 2020-09 concerning educational funding. This proposition authorizes the 

District to levy the following excess taxes, to replace an expiring levy, on all taxable property within the District, to support the 

Districtôs educational programs and operations not funded by the state:  

Collection Years  Approximate Levy 

Rate/$1,000 Assessed 

Value  

Levy Amount  

2021  $2.00  $5,300,000  

2022  $2.00  $5,400,000  

 

all as provided in the Resolution. Should this proposition be approved?   

Yes   

No  
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Appendix C 

Resolution In Support of Black Lives Matter  
 

Whereas the Washington State Democrats Platform adopted the statement, “We believe Human rights apply to all 

humans r egardless of immigration status and include access to safe food, air, water, and shelter, as well as 

freedom of speech, freedom of religion, economic opportunity, personal safety, healthcare, education, 

employment, legal aid, and equitable due process (202 0 WSDCC Platform, pg. 39, lines 1548-1550); ...as 

Democrats, we are, and will remain, at the forefront of the struggle to extend and ensure social, political, 

economic, legal, and cultural rights to all persons (WSDCC 2020 Proposed Platform, pg. 39, lines 1556 -1557); 

...(and that) Black Lives Matter (WSDCC 2020 Proposed Platform, pg. 39, line 1560)...”, and   

Whereas the nine justices of the Supreme Court of Washington State issued an open letter on June 4, 2020, 

stating, “The devaluation and degradation of black lives is not a recent event. It is a persistent and systemic 

injustice that predates this nation’s founding. But recent events have brought to the forefront of our collective 

consciousness a painful fact that is, for too many of our citizens, common  knowledge: the injustices faced by black 

Americans are not relics of the past. We continue to see racialized policing and the overrepresentation of black 

Americans in every stage of our criminal and juvenile justice systems. Our institutions remain affect ed by the 

vestiges of slavery: Jim Crow laws that were never dismantled and racist court decisions that were never 

disavowed.” “We go by the title of “Justice” and we reaffirm our deepest level of commitment to achieving justice 

by ending racism. We urge you to join us in these efforts. This is our moral imperative.”, and 

Whereas we recognize our own county’s history in furthering and enshrining racial prejudice in that it was and is 

named for Samuel Royal Thurston, a white supremacist lawyer who testified before Congress for the enactment 

of exclusionary laws barring Black  Americans from living in the Oregon Territory for fear they would intermarry 

with Native Americans and create a coalition against White Power (McLagan, 2009) and for the enactment of laws 

granting White Americans the stolen land of Native Americans, resul ting in Samuel Thurston’s racist proposals 

enshrinement into Oregon’s state constitution,  

THEREFORE, be it resolved that we, Thurston County Democrats, fully support the Black Lives Matter movement, 

and will work to eliminate white supremacy in all its fo rms.  

Presented by: Kyrian MacMichael and Victor Minjares  

References: 
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The Supreme Court State of Washington (2020). “Our moral imperative” open letter on June 4, 2020. Retrieved on 

June 28, 2020 from 
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